MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN

THE ANIMAL, PLANT AND FISHERIES

QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION AGENCY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
AND
THE NETHERLANDS FOOD AND CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
AUTHORITY

OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

ON THE ELECTRONIC CERTIFICATION

The Animal, Plant and Fisheries Quarantine and Inspection Agency (QIA) of the
Republic of  Korea and the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority
(NVWA) of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (hereinafter referred to as the “Sides”),

Recognizing that the electronic exchange of information between the competent

authorities of the two countries on the quality and safety of agricultural and livestock

products and consignments is equal to paper certificates and expecting that, in the future,

electronic certification will replace the paper certificates;

Recognizing further that the use of electronic certification will greatly enhance the
security of certification and minimize the use of counterfeit certificates, which will
ensure the hygiene and safety of agricultural products imported and exported between
the two countries, and that electronic certification will provide real-time data on the
trade in food and agricultural products, as well as facilitate the entry clearance process

at ports where inspections take place;

Recalling the Letter of Intent, signed in Seoul on 9 November 2010, between the
National Plant Quarantine Service, Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and
Iisheries of the Republic of Korea and the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agricultural

and Innovation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands which established a pilot program




for the electronic certification of seeds for sowing that are imported and exported

between the two countries; and

Noting the successful results of that pilot program, which successfully established

electronic data exchange between the Sides on seeds for sowing;:
Have reached the following understanding:

1. The Sides will exchange the information of the phytosanitary certificate of seeds for
sowing imported and exported between the two countries, together with a paper
certificate, through electronic means. And the sides will pursue paperless phytosanitary
certification as a natural continuation of the results achieved through the seeds for

sowing pilot program.

2. The Sides will endeavour to gradually expand the range of phytosanitary and
veterinary products for which data will be officially exchanged through electronic

certification.

3. The Sides will jointly promote the digital facilitation of international trade in

agricultural and livestock products.

4. This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is not intended to create any legally
binding obligations under international law. This MOU will be carried out within the

framework of the respective laws and regulations of the two countries and subject to the

availability of appropriated funds and personnel of the Sides.

5. This MOU will come into effect upon the date of signature and will remain in effect
for a period of five years. It will be automatically renewed for successive three-year
periods unless either Side gives written notice to the other Side, 6 months prior to its

expiration, of its intention to terminate the MOU.




SIGNED in duplicate in Seoul, on 28

languages, both texts being equally valid.

For the Animal, Plant and Fisheries
Quarantine and Inspection Agency

of the Republic of Korea
Commissioner

Yong Ho Park

March 2012, in the Korean and English

For the Netherlands Food and Consumer
Product Safety Authority
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Inspector General

C.J.W. Schreuders
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